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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) M e thod A method of assaying nucleic acids by molecular 
hybridization, charact e riz e d by th e fact that it includes the following st e p which comprises : 

- taking samples of biological material by a sampling device (1; 13) comprising abrasive 
sampling means (2 ;15, 16) capable of retaining biological material in the form of cells; 

- isolating nucleic acids from the cells; and 
assaying the nucleic acids by molecular hybridization . 

2. (Currently amended) M e thod The method according to Claim 1, charact e rized by th e fact 
tha twherein the sampling of biological material is done in the surrounding air. 

3. (Currently amended) The method Methed according to any of claims 1 or 2 claim_L 
characterized by the fact thatw herem the sampling is done outside of a laboratory where the 
assaying will be done, and in that th e m e thod includ e s a st e p of transport of furthgr 
comprising transporting the abrasive sampling means (2; 15, 16) loaded with their respective 
samples of biological material to said laboratory. 

4. (Currently amended) Method The method according to any of the prec e ding claims, 
rhnmctoriyed by the fact that it furthermor e includes a st e p o f claim 1, further comprising 
extraction of the nucleic acids, comprising the steps of: 

- an immersion st e p into an e xtraction buff e r o f immersing the abrasive sampling means-(2 
;15, 16) loaded with their respective samples of biological material into an extraction 
buffer, 

- a step of agitation in agitating the extraction buffer^ 

- a s e paration st e p separating the nucleic acids , and 

- a recov e ry st e p for recovering clarified solution containing the nucleic acids. 

5. (Currently amended) Method The method according to Claim 4, characterized by th e fact 
thatwherein the separation step consists tn-of a centrifugation, and the supernatant constitutes 
the clarified solution. 

6. (Currently amended) Method The method according to any of the preceding claims, 
charact e rized by th e fact that Claim K wherein the assaying by molecular hybridization is 
done by polymerase chain reaction (PCR). 
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7. (Currently amended) Method The method according to any of the preceding claims, 
chnmct e riy. e d hy tho fact that the assaying of nucl e ic acids Claim L farther comprising 
determining the presence of a pathogenic agent in the biological material by the molecular 
hybridization is done in ord e r to d e t e rmin e th e pr e s e nc e of a pathog e nic agent in the biological 
mat e rial . 

8. (Currently amended) M e thod The method according to any of tho pr e c e ding claims, 
charact e rized bv th e fact that Claim L wherein the biological material consists of material of plant 
origin. 

9. (Currently amended) K^ A kit for implementing the method according to any of claims 1 to 
8. charact e rized by th e fact that it Claim 1 which comprises a sampling device (1 ; 12) comprising 
abrasive sampling means (2 ; 14,15) able to retain biological material in the form of cells. 

10. (Currently amended) K^ The kit according to Claim 9, characterized by th o fact that wherein 
the sampling means (2; 16, 17) comprise a solid material havmg-comprising_an abrasive outer 
surface. 

11. (Currently amended) fei^ -The kit according to Claim «-K), characteriz e d by tho fact 
that wherein the solid material is ehesen- selected from the group consisting of silica, glass, 
metals, carbon fibers and plastics. 

12. (Currently amended) fch -The kit according to any of claims 10 and 11 Claim 10 , 
charact e rized by th e fact thatw herein the abrasive outer surface comprises asp e riti e s abl e to 
retam hardness capable of retaining cells of biological material. 

13. (Currently amended) Kit- The kit according to any of claims 9 to 12 Qaim_9, characterized by 
th o fact that wherein the sampling device (2, 13) comprises a support (3,5,6 ; 11, 17) able to 
support the abrasive sampling means (2; 15,16) . 

14. (Currently amended) Kit -The kit according to any of claims 9 to 13 Claim_2, characterized by 
the fact that it comprises further comprising means-(44) for the transport of the abrasive 
sampling means (2; 15, 16) . 

15. (Currently amended) Kit- The kit according to any of claims 9 to H Claim9, characterized by 
the fact that it compris e s further comprising means of identification of the abrasive sampling 
means. 
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16. (Currently amended) Kit -The kit according to any of claims 9 to 15 Claim9, characterized by 
th e fact that it compris e s further comprising extraction buffer for assaying nucleic acids by 
hybridization. 

17. (Currently amended) K&- The kit according to any of the prec e ding claims Claim 9, 
charact e riz e d by the fact that it compris e s further comprising specific reagents of PCR reactions. 



